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Watermill's Paradise-Themed 
Benefit Includes Painted Performers and a 
Custom Event Scent 
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Still regarded as one of the bigger events in the Hamptons, the Watermill 

Center's summer benefit is also among the most visually creative, year after 

year filling the six acres of its Long Island campus with an array of unusual 

installations and performers. This year, the 17th iteration of the fund-raiser, 
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the theme was "Paradiso," after the third part of Dante Alighieri's Divine 

Comedy, and artists interpreted this with costumes, sound, movement, and 

sculpture. Ranging from a white fiberglass ape to a dunk tank-like cubicle 

where an artist was doused in paint, the work included mixed media, live performance, and installations. 

 

The gala also saw the first collaboration between Robert Wilson's arts center and International Flavors & Fragrances for the 

creation of a perfume inspired by the event and its location. Dubbed WM Paradiso 2010, the scent made by senior perfumer 

Loc Dong was sprayed during the benefit using diffusers from Prolitec and 100 bottles were included in the night's auction. 
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Sharon Stone—who hosted the live auction alongside Simon de Pury of Phillips de 

Pury & Company—Calvin Klein, Andre Balazs, Salman Rushdie, and Alec Baldwin 

were among those in attendance; the event hosted 1,000 guests for cocktails and 600 

for dinner.  

 

  —Anna Sekula with additional reporting by Jennifer Ross  

WATERMILL SUMMER BENEFIT

Auctioneer Services Phillips de 
Pury & Company 
Catering Olivier Cheng Catering 
and Events 
DJ Touch of Class DJ and Video 

RELATED TOPICS Byrd Hoffman Watermill Foundation, Watermill Center, LVMH, International Flavors & Fragrances 

 

MORE EVENT REPORT STORIES 

Black-and-White LongHouse Gala Adds After-Dark Dance for Young Patrons 

Target Looks to Harlem Food, Culture to Fete First Manhattan Store 

Dos Equis Creates Real-Life Treasure Hunt as Extension of "Most Interesting Man" Campaign 

National Zoo's Brew at the Zoo Fund-Raiser Mixes Beers and Boa Constrictors 

House Beautiful Teams Up With Bravo Star to Design Kitchen Pop-Up 

 

MORE STORIES ABOUT BYRD HOFFMAN WATERMILL FOUNDATION 

Search for Suppliers 

 

Search for Venues 

By Type 

  

By Neighborhood/Location 

 

Show Only New Venues 

Activities/Experiences
Catering/Food Services
Decor/Design/Flowers
Entertainment
Event Planning & Marketing/Meeting P
Event Production/Audiovisual Services

All Types
Activity Venues
Ballrooms (All Venues)
Banquet Halls
Bars/Clubs/Lounges
Boats/Yachts

All Neighborhoods
Battery Park City
Chelsea
Chinatown
East Village
Financial District/City Hall

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Suppliers Venues Event Coverage Trends & Ideas Tips & Strategies Our Trade Shows & Events Masterplanner Jobs

 

OTHER MARKETS  
ADVERTISE| FEEDBACK | ABOUT US | RSS | GOOGLE TRANSLATE  

1 of 3

aross
Highlight




