	The New York Times article “U.S. Caps Emissions in Drilling for Fuel” by John Broder details a new development over the issue of fracking. As issued by the Environment Protection Agency, oil and gas companies are now responsible for capturing the toxic gasses they release while fracking. The regulation will directly impose a new standard for environmental health, but could also prove to be economically pleasing. Because companies are able to sell the gasses they possess, “the industry would save $11 million to $19 million a year.” 
	Although the new parameter may be beneficial to the environment, feedback has been mixed amongst organizations. The American Lung Association praised the move claiming cleaner air will consequently increase the health of people in the area. However, the Western Energy Alliance believes that the initial costs of the rule would ultimately prevail over the long-term effects. Regardless of the split in public opinion, the general consensus is that the move is a step in the right direction. 
	Only through our class discussions was I able to become more aware of fracking. I had heard the name thrown around every once in a while on the news, but I never considered how serious it might possibly be. From what I have read, I tend to believe that the overall effect fracking has on the environment far outweighs any possible benefits. When I read articles like John Broder’s, I get very satisfied. Even if fracking does offer some potential benefits, that doesn’t mean we should allow these gas companies to proceed without restrictions. It wouldn’t surprise me that the gas companies are the same ones who oppose this new parameter. Nevertheless, it does seem like a step in the right direction. At this point, that’s the best the environment can ask for. 
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