	The New York Times article “For Impatient Web Users, an Eye Blink is just too long to Wait” written by Stephen Lohr offers an informative analysis over the state of online efficiency. In the article, Lohr measures the efficiency of certain websites and search engines by how quick they are to completely buffer. Although some websites load faster or slower than others by mere milliseconds, the difference is prevalent enough to cause the user to react. For example, some users will even close out of a program if the website stalls momentarily. The millisecond difference may not be perceivable, but as one Google engineer affirmed, “subconsciously, you don’t like to wait.”
	As a result, companies are beginning to focus on speed to gain a competitive edge. Some of the major search engines like Google and Microsoft Bing are constantly aiming to one up the other in terms of loading their results. When Google’s overall performance slowed down a bit in 2007, the company reacted strongly. These companies understand that a drop in efficiency by seconds would be enough to cripple their business. Some users won’t demand the kind of efficiency output that companies like Google are currently enforcing. Regardless, the trend is apparent enough to force even the most prolific companies to rethink their business strategies. 
	As technology becomes more and more advanced, I’ve noticed articles like these popping up more frequently. I’ve often wondered if these types of claims are legitimately occurring, or if they’re just an over exaggerated response to a not fully understand concept. I think we should consider the later possible, but I cannot ignore that a lot of what Steve Lohr claims mimics my own behavior. Many times while loading a video, I will get frustrated if the process takes more than a couple of seconds. Even if I’m not limited in time, I can’t help but complain that the extra couple of seconds are a waste. 
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