College: For Love, money, and a degree…  
in that order.





By Jessica Scannell.


Imagine the scene; it’s the first day of fall semester classes at “New Love Christian University”. A new crop of young freshmen step onto campus. Their minds are racing with excitement, their hearts full of hopes and dreams for the future. When one bright-eyed teenager is asked what she has planned for the next four years. She replies without hesitation; “Well I definitely want to be engaged by my junior year at the latest”. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-w1t9tUSmVTU/TzvKcsp3svI/AAAAAAAAALo/xh-wgtSYmBU/s1600/mrs+degree.jpg]	Now imagine the year, it’s not 1970. Its 2012, and women, at least in the United States have the power to do anything they set their minds to. Yet, so many of them are still go to college to get their Mrs. Degree. This article attempts to explore this topic and answer why this phenomenon is still occurring in 21st century America. 
A recently published academic text book entitled GenderSpeak states that “In conservative evangelical schools, the pressure for female students to have an engagement ring on their fingers as they near graduation is enormous, thus it affects their dating choices and behaviors”. (Ivy, 2012, p 244).One student recalled a period of time she spent at Notre Dame University; here it seems old traditions die hard. She told us that she was shocked to find, that the well-known saying “A ring by spring or your money back” which harkens back to a time when the main purpose for women to go to college was to find a respectable, well-educated man to marry is still used frequently on campus today.

Throughout the course of our research for this article we came across some harrowing accounts that certainly validate this statement. In a range of interviews with college students we discovered some very interesting personal stories.










Another personal story recounted by a student left us speechless. Samantha, not her real name, was kind enough to share with us; the tale of how her cousin, we’ll call her Lauren, met her husband, let’s say, Joe. 
It was the spring semester of Lauren’s senior year at college, and finals were fast approaching. However, worrying about exams was the last thing on Lauren’s mind. Lauren was young, intelligent, and very beautiful. She was about to graduate with honors from one of the most prestigious universities in the country but that wouldn’t count for much if she didn’t get engaged by graduation. Lauren had never put much stock into finding a mate before now; she had always been too busy with school and extracurricular activities. Sure, she had dated here and there but she had never found a connection deep enough to be worth of pursuing seriously. Besides she was in college, all she wanted to do was enjoy herself, she had the rest of her life to worry about getting married and having a family. That had always been her attitude, and she thought it always would be but as the summer approached, and dozens of her friends were planning to tie the knot, an uncontrollable need to find the perfect match before time ran out began to build inside her. She began to socialize more than ever, and before long she was keeping up casual romantic relations with two eligible bachelors. 
There was Joe of course, but Joe had always been there in a sense. They had known each other since high school and had remained friends throughout college. In Lauren’s eyes Joes was the old reliable and when they began to date here and there, it seemed convenient although conversations were a tad bit dull and monotonous to say the least. As well as seeing Joe for lunch dates and the occasional Friday night movie, Lauren had become infatuated with a brilliant writer named Liam. Liam was in her senior seminar English Literature class and quite literally had a way with words. His deep brown eyes and chiseled features sucked her in. She would listen to his husky, sincere voice with awe and admiration as they talked for hours about Wuthering Heights and Pride and Prejudice. She had only gone on three dates with Liam, yet it seemed as though she knew him for a long time. He too, was fascinated by her passion for adventure and discovery. Lauren was keen to see where things would go with Liam. One evening, as they walked through the quad, Liam explained that he was planning on travelling throughout Europe for the summer and wanted to know if she would be interested in accompanying him. Lauren was intrigued; it was an opportunity of a lifetime, something she had always wanted to do. Alas, it dawned on her if Liam wanted to spend the summer discovering new cultures and finding himself; then popping the question was obviously the last thing on his mind...
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Regardless of Laurens initial disappointments she began to think that maybe she didn’t need the ring and the public display to be happy. When they were alone together she was the happiest she’d ever been and nothing else mattered; at least in those brief instances. 
Despite all of this, she couldn’t control the burning desire she had developed to fit in, to please her parents, to find security, to be engaged like so many of her graduating peers. It came to the point where saying yes, was actually more important than who she would be saying say yes to. 
And so, as graduation rolled around, Joe decided that there was no time like the present and did the dutiful thing. He proposed. Lauren stared at him blankly for a moment, let out a deep sigh and decided there and then that conforming was easier than going against the grain. Joe would do just fine. She said yes. 
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While the sobering personal story gives us an insight into the topic at hand, it does very little to convey the prevalence at which instances such as these, albeit less dramatic, actually occur across America’s college campuses. 
In order to wrap our heads around the numbers we examined what many people may view as one of the most extreme institutions when it comes to encouraging undergraduate engagement; Brigham Young University (BYU). 
The administration at BYU strongly encourages not just early engagement but marriage in its student body in a number of ways. Firstly, it manipulates the living situation environment. At BYU, same sex dorms are prohibited. In many residents halls it is even forbidden for members of the opposite sex to enter the living room or kitchen area of the dorms, let alone the bathroom or bedroom. That is of course; unless you are married, in which case all stipulations of this nature are lifted. The college also offers a premarital resource website called Before Forever, which provides a range of information from tips to controllong sexual desire during engagement, the main one being to try to marry as soon as possible after getting engaged, to worksheets that can help you to select the perfect mate. (Halman, 2005). In addition our researchers found that student’s at BYU can actually earn a BGS in Family Life Emphasis. Core courses for this major include: Strengthening marriage and family, Introduction to family processes, and Infant Development in the Home. In addition students can choose from electives such as: Food preparation in the home, preparation for marriage, marriage enhancement, and parenting and child guidance. (BYU, 2012). Our staff was interested to know how many of the students pursuing this major were women unfortunately, these demographics were not made public by the university.
Due these influences and countless others the University Marriage Statistics for BYU states that 25% of its current students are married, that’s not even including the amount of students who are currently engaged to be married. (OIT/SAAS T19, Institutional Studies, 2010).
 As well as having a higher percentage of married students than most other universities, BYU students also marry at a much younger age than the rest of the nation. A study conducted by Bruce Chadwick, a professor of sociology at the university, revealed that the average age of first marriage for female students at BYU is 21.5. (Lenz, 2009). When compared to national averages, which state that the average age of first marriage for women in the US is currently 26.5, (Elliot and Simmons, 2011) the difference is striking to say the least. Even a respected professor at BYU, Jeffry Larson, said that he thinks the age at which LDS women marry is entirely too young (Lenz, 2009).
 
 
But, what is it that is driving so many these women to tie the knot so early in life? Another professor at the University raises an interesting point. It is widely understood that sexual activity before marriage is strictly forbidden at BYU. Such offenses count as grounds for expulsion from the university. Hence, this fact serves as a source of even more motivation to marry as soon as possible, once a suitable match has been found. Dr. Alan Hawkins said. "Chaste before marriage gets them thinking this marriage thing is really good." 
The age at which women at BYU marry is comparable to national averages for the 1970’s, when the average age of marriage for US women was 20.6. During that time period, job and career prospects for women were much less prevalent than those for their male counterparts. Women also made even less money in comparison to their male peers than they do today. Sexual abuse in the workplace was widespread, largely unregulated and, unreported. As a general societal consensus, it was believed that the woman’s place was in the home, under the rule and protection of her husband, who provided all of the family’s income. It was as if women were of no value to society in their own right other than to raise children and tend to the needs of their husbands. It all sounds quite grim and uninspiring if you ask us. Thankfully many strong-minded women of that era seemed to share our views and a wave of Feminism began. Because of the brave efforts of our mothers and grandmothers, women of our generation now enjoy equal rights to their male counterparts in almost all aspects of life. Alas, some women in our generation are literally choosing to throw these rights away.
We’re not here to dishevel the institution of marriage. Our message to these women is simple. Please give yourself a chance to use your hard earned degree to establish something in your own right, before you decide to dedicate your life to someone else. It’s your right! 
It wasn’t always your right and it certainly didn’t become your right over night. Most importantly, if you don’t stand up for it, then who’s to say it will always remain? If you choose to resign yourself to a life of patriarchal control, followed by a life solely dedicated to the service of your husband; who’s to say when your daughter grows up she will even have the right to make that choice?       - Jessica Scannell.
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