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After all the work I’ve completed in this course I’ve had time to sit and reflect over all my writings and who I currently am as a member of my discipline. I feel that the work in my portfolio shows a true reflection of myself as a writer as well as a criminal justice major.
	Being a writer in the discipline of criminal justice means a lot of different things but there is a very important one to highlight. Being a writer in this discipline means you have a sense of professionalism. In the field of criminal justice, a large emphasis is put into facts rather than opinions due to the nature of the work. When in a courtroom or taking part in an investigation, there needs to be a high level of accuracy in all of your written or verbal statements. When writing anything from a police report to a warrant, all the facts on both of them need to have validity. By making sure your accuracy is on par, you keep a professional stance in the field.
	Throughout the course of my writing I have noticed a couple of strengths that have made them selves apparent. I always do well when it comes to summarizing an article or a story. I’ve found it easy to take in information and then paraphrase it in my work. I rarely use direct quotes in most of my papers. I also am very grammatically correct. This once again ties into my early statement about accuracy in my writing. Another key strength has been my ability to make sure my writing is detailed enough in order to give the reader a very good understanding of my writing. In the past I have neglected this and I feel I have done much better with it this semester, which brings me to my next point.
	 I definitely feel my writing has evolved over the course of this semester. In the beginning I was falling into old habits of rushing through my work just to get it done because writing always seemed like a chore to me. However with the help of peer criticism I was able to bring out the best in my writing. Seeing their desire to hear more in depth as to what I was talking about made me go back and go much farther into detail about the topics in my papers. Also, I feel that over time I have learned a lot more about in text citations and how to cite things such as social media posts.
	As far as my individual developments they range greatly over my papers. My research paper probably went through the most revisions being that I started off with the minimum word count and ended up with way over 4000 words. I put more of a voice and a direction of my own in the paper rather than just spitting out random facts. Being that the paper was so long I would tend to get bored and aimlessly type. But with the help of my peers once again I was able to go back and fine-tune my paragraphs to make sure my point was getting across. My twitter observation paper and rhetorical analysis paper both received somewhat the same treatment. A lot of the times I was “telling” rather than “showing” in my work. I would go back and add in vital information to my points that way the audience had a much better understanding.
	As far as my cover letter, I feel that I was able to meet the requirements of one but at the same time keep relevant language to my field. I did originally make an arbitrary statement in the letter but I then went back and gave examples of things I had done rather than just saying how good I was at something. 
	Overall, I am very satisfied with my work. I feel that paying attention to detail and showing rather than telling are always going to serve as a challenge to me because of my very straightforward nature. I have a tendency to assume people are making the same connections I made with the information at hand and I don’t really spell it out for them. However I feel that with consistent work and effort, and possibly some more help from my peers, I will be able to overcome that task in the future and continually be able to put out quality work that I can take pride in. 
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