Please read "Innovative Minds Don't Think Alike" in Course Documents. This focuses on the importance of thinking outside the box.  Is your education preparing you to do this? If so, how? If not, why? Please give some concrete examples. 

The article in the New York Times “Innovative Minds Don’t Think Alike” by Janet Rae-Dupree raises awareness to the fact that mankind’s ability to innovatively process is decreasing as we become a more knowledgeable and routine based species. The phrase “a curse of knowledge” is discussed which means “that once you’ve become an expert in a particular subject, it’s hard to imagine not knowing what you do.” I like to compare that sentence to the idea of putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. Say for instance, you are a successful athlete and understand all of the rules, requirements, apparel, and techniques of the sport you play and you are now beginning to teach someone new all about it. That new individual may be a sport fanatic but they may not know everything that it takes and that’s necessary for playing the particular sport. Therefore, teaching that new individual is challenging, especially when they are not correctly performing specific techniques. You must stop and realize for a moment that that individual is not as knowledgeable as yourself and therefore cannot perform in the same exact way as you do; you are both not at the same level. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The perspectives presented in this article were quite fascinating to absorb and be able to relate to. Cynthia Barton Rabe made a comment such that “when experts have to slow down and go back to basics to bring an outsider up to speed, it forces them to look at their world differently and, as a result, they come up with new solutions to old problems.” This quote oddly stuck with me and instantly made me ponder my breast cancer research I am currently conducting in. I am new to research and have some minor background and experience in the field. Additionally, I am currently enrolled in a Bio 490 course which is my intro to research course for my Biology degree. In this course, we are writing a long research paper on our research topics outlining in detail background information, methods, quantitative and overall results, and much more. At the end of the course, we must present our independent research to the class in a 10-15 minute presentation. Due to the fact that I am actually currently conducting in research while the majority of my classmates are not, I feel pressured to compile a strong, detailed, and thorough paper with all of my discoveries and results thus far. However, I am very well aware of research protocols, methods, and techniques and how precise, careful, and patient one must be when learning and perfecting them. Therefore, when I begin to discuss my research topic, most of my classmates, including my professor who already has been involved in research and still is, questions what I present not because I am wrong but because they are unknowledgeable on the entirely of the topic and the how and why certain things come to be. These reactions make me feel that I am too advanced and that I am not breaking down the components of my research effectively to be better interrupted. 
	Even though I experience these reactions from others, I am finding ways to alter my research in a way for even someone with no science background to understand my work such as incorporating simple pictures and figures to describe what is happening in a specific reaction. Being that I am a science major, I feel that most of what I learn and how it is taught by my professors is just simply black and white because most of science is just simply facts. Due to the fact that I am a natural learner, all my life throughout school I have easily absorbed information, understand processes of how to carry out specific tasks, and learned the importance of following a schedule. Here and there, I decided to challenge a few things in order to tweak specific aspects and not always follow that same repetitive schedule. My personality pushes me to think outside of the box here and there and attempt to make positive and new change that accommodates most if not all individuals. However, my schooling throughout the years has not really tried to do the same. Even though there have been spurts here and there of providing the freedom for creativity, feedback, and alterations, most of my influences in school have always persuaded me to stay on the same track in order to succeed, especially in high school. The beauty of Pace is not only are we diverse, but our school allows the students to have their say and completely run organizations and so on which forces involved students to have more opportunities to be innovative and think outside of the box. Some professors and members of Student Affairs here at Pace push for students to be a positive change and role models, to challenge things you may disagree with, and to create new, exciting, appealing, and inclusive events, speeches, and opportunities overall. In a sense, your school as a whole effects your education in the end. Therefore, even though the classroom may not always allow creativity to be expressed as often, schools still do provide opportunities for students to be inspirational and innovative in many other ways. If a student has a passion to make a difference, their passions will drive their actions and that’s where the creative ball gets rolling for extraordinary things to be constructed and actually carried out. 

