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Student Background Information
	This student has just turned 9 (her birthday was on October 23th). She is in 4th grade. The student is a friendly child who greets all staff and other students by name. She is often smiling and eager to make friends. At home she lives with her mother and father who only speak Spanish and she has one older brother without any disabilities. This student is classified with Multiple Disabilities. She is visually and orthopedically impaired as well as intellectually disabled. These disabilities significantly impact her learning and socialization. Sometimes her speech is difficult to understand, which is what mostly impacts her communication. However, her positive and upbeat attitude makes her likeable and popular in school. Many students refer to her as “one of my best friends”. Her previous teacher from last year stated that she would sometimes talk with friends during instruction and also calls out during instruction sometimes.
She is receiving a lot of support in school for her disabilities. This student is often pulled out for occupational therapy, physical therapy and speech therapy. The visual impairment specialist sometimes pulls her out and sometimes pushes in for extra assistance. According to her IEP, the student is legally blind and requires a scribe for most of her schoolwork. She requires a slant board for any worksheets or academic material she needs to look at. Her testing puts her at an early emergent reader level. She can recognize a few sight words, match simple words, and write letters and short words. She requires new information to be presented slowly, and she requires repetition and reteaching. I noticed that she does not receive a slant board (as stated in her IEP) for instruction. When I asked about why this is, the main classroom teacher said she forgot that was required in her IEP. Later, we can see how this careless mistake may affect the student’s behavior. 

Environmental Analysis
	The school environment is unique and provides services for students with a wide range of disabilities and injuries. This is a union free public school connected with a hospital. Many of the students are patients at the hospital, former patients at the hospital, or attend the school to receive high quality related services for their disability. Students’ attendance can be erratic, especially if they are in the hospital unit and unable to attend classes. Also, related services are provided on a pull-out basis. Therefore, for example, a lesson can begin with all students present and change throughout the lesson as students leave for or return from their therapies. This student has been attending this school since pre-k.  
	The 4th grade classroom has 6 students all together. One student has been struggling in the hospital unit and has not attended school since mid-September. Therefore, there are usually 5 students. The main classroom teacher is a female, there is a teacher aide who is male and a student teacher (me). The aide is present every day, but is not allowed to teach lessons, he primarily assists with escorting the students to different places, and general classroom responsibilities. The student teacher (me) is present every Tuesday and Thursday, and teaches the math lesson on Tuesdays and Thursdays (unless asked to substitute or cover another class). 
	The teacher and students made a list of rules on the first day of school and put it on a poster. It has the typical rules such as treat others the way you would like to be treated, clean up after yourself, try your best, etc. However, the classroom teacher has never referred to those rules since the first day of school. Even though it is a small class, there seems to be an issue with attention during classroom instruction, primarily during the literacy block, which is right before lunch and lasts 90 minutes. The students can eat breakfast at the beginning of the day before “special” (art, music, creative writing, etc.). The student being analyzed in this report never wants to eat breakfast. After “special”, the literacy block begins. After lunch, the students have math, science, and finally social studies. For the most part, the main classroom teacher conducts lessons by presenting through the SMART board and reading while the students “read along” (even though only half of the students are able to read beyond simple sight words). The informal assessments involve generic paper and pencil worksheets. Science is the only time I have observed manipulatives or hands-on activities used. 
Behavior Observation/Function of Behavior
I have used event frequency recording. I chose event frequency recording because the behavior is observable and doesn’t last for too long of a time nor is it too quick to easily measure. The behavior is buckling and unbuckling the buckle on her wheelchair or occupational therapy seat. This action distracts her from learning and significantly distracts those who are around her. Usually the teacher stops instruction to tell her to stop, there are no other consequences put in place.





Student: Student A                                                                             Observer: Hana Ljubicic
Behavior (Operationally defined):  Looking at an Buckling and Unbuckling Buckle on Wheelchair or classroom OT chair
Setting:  Classroom (literacy block)

Event Frequency Recording
	Observation
	Date:
	Observation Period (based on lesson blocks):
	Instances:
	Total:

	1
	9/23/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌II
	7

	2
	9/23/14
	1:30-2pm (math)
	I
	1

	3
	10/2/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌IIII
	9

	4
	10/2/14
	12:15-1pm (math)

	II
	2

	5
	10/7/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌 卌
	10

	6
	10/7/14
	1:45-2:30pm (social studies)
	卌
	5

	7
	10/9/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌卌卌I
	16

	8
	10/9/14
	1:45-2:30pm (social studies)
	IIII
	4

	9
	10/14/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌卌卌II
	17

	10
	10/14/14
	12:15-1pm (math)
	I
	1

	11
	10/14/14
	1-1:45pm (science)
	IIII
	4

	12
	10/14/14
	1:45-2:30pm (social studies)
	卌III
	8

	13
	10/16/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌I
	6

	14
	10/16/14
	1:45-2:30pm (social studies)
	卌
	5

	15
	10/21/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌IIII
	9

	16
	10/21/14
	12:15-1pm (math)
	I
	1

	17
	10/23/14
	10-11:30am (literacy)
	卌III
	8

	18
	10/23/14
	1-1:45pm (science)
	II
	2

	19
	10/23/14
	1:45-2:30pm (social studies)
	卌I
	6





















Baseline data graphs: 
Behavioral Observation
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Behavior Based on Day and Subject Block










The antecedent to the behavior is always instruction or independent work. As the second graph shows, it is usually during literacy instruction. Each time I collected data on the behavior, it always occurred during literacy instruction. 

Function: Escape/Avoidance
Hypothesis: The student escapes during instruction that is not tailored to her specific needs based upon her disability. If proper materials are provided, and instruction is tweaked to accommodate her needs, the behavior will decrease and eventually be eliminated.
	The main issue is that a lot of the needs from this student’s IEP are being ignored. The interventions should start with implementing the needs of the IEP. I did not read the student’s IEP until my second to last day of data collection. The teacher does not provide a slant board, does not present information slowly, and does not use repetition or reteaching strategies. The specialist for visual impairment should “push in” as much as possible, but 90% of the time she pulls the student out. 
Based on my on personal observations and my knowledge of the student and the main teacher, I think the behavior clearly relates to instruction. The school does attempt to implement the common core, which puts pressure on the teachers. However, I don’t think this is an excuse to conduct lessons that are basically like lectures and hand out worksheets that lacks differentiation. 
The student often tries to escape during literacy because the teacher reads for most of the period, or has a PowerPoint on the SMART board. Then for independent work, she has the aide or me work with her. This usually consists of the “helper” reading aloud questions related to what was just read, while the student answers and the “helper” writes her answers for her. This usually incorporates minimal independence and there is little evidence that learning is taking place since she is still being (excessively) scaffolded. This student has the ability to do independent work if it is modified to her needs.
During math, I have planned lessons that involve manipulatives, cut and paste, and creativity. I have seen a tremendous change in this student’s behavior during interactive lessons. I think simple matching or cutting and pasting activities that don’t require extensive reading or writing will engage her and more importantly will help her learn. Changing instruction to keep her engaged and to present information to her slowly and in pieces will help with the behavior. I think my lessons in math have been a “test” for this hypothesis. As the graph shows, her behavior occurs the least during math instruction (one example is pictured below). I have implemented a lot of hands-on and differentiated activities that involve students on all levels including this student. I think implementing her needs based on her IEP and making instruction (especially in literacy) more accessible to her will help decrease and eventually eliminate the behavior. 
[image: Macintosh HD:private:var:folders:tU:tUs9GIvbFWOONxaqTrhRF++++TI:-Tmp-:TemporaryItems:10704166_10152530037258401_7233224013383615916_n.jpg]
For “arrays of sunshine” students presented what they learned about arrays. The students constructed arrays based on multiplication problems I gave to them based on their working ability. Some students constructed arrays from graph paper, and some students used paper cut outs of base 10 blocks. This is a lesson that the student in this report seemed to enjoy and truly flourished in. 






9/23/14 10-11:30am	9/23/14 1:30-2pm	10/2/14 10-11:30am	10/2/14 12:15-1pm	10/7/14 10-11:30am	10/7/14 1:45-2:30pm	10/9/14 10-11:30am	10/9/14 1:45-2:30pm	10/14/14 10-11:30am	10/14/14 12:15-1pm	10/14/14 1-1:45pm	10/14/14 1:45-2:30pm	10/16/14 10-11:30am	10/16/14 1:45-2:30pm	10/21/14 10-11:30am	10/21/14 12:15-1pm	10/23/14 10-11:30am	10/23/14 1-1:45pm	10/23/14 1:45-2:30pm	7.0	1.0	9.0	2.0	10.0	5.0	16.0	4.0	17.0	4.0	1.0	8.0	6.0	5.0	9.0	1.0	8.0	2.0	6.0	Literacy	September 23rd	October 2nd	October 7th	October 9th	October 14th	October 16th	October 21st	October 23rd	7.0	9.0	10.0	16.0	17.0	6.0	9.0	8.0	Math	September 23rd	October 2nd	October 7th	October 9th	October 14th	October 16th	October 21st	October 23rd	1.0	2.0	0.0	0.0	1.0	0.0	1.0	0.0	Science	September 23rd	October 2nd	October 7th	October 9th	October 14th	October 16th	October 21st	October 23rd	0.0	0.0	0.0	0.0	4.0	0.0	0.0	2.0	Social Studies	September 23rd	October 2nd	October 7th	October 9th	October 14th	October 16th	October 21st	October 23rd	0.0	0.0	5.0	4.0	8.0	5.0	0.0	6.0	6
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