1.
Our public educational system can be a mechanism for upward mobility but also a means of maintaining inequalities over the generations.

A.
Using text, readings, class presentations, charts and videos, discuss

the  Areproduction of class@   as the result of

1. the nature of the funding policies

Funding is based on the property taxes of that area. As a result, those with more expensive homes put more money into the ed system, which provides better books, tech, and faculty.

2. internal school practices that occur independent of levels of school funding.

Internal practices that cause stratification independent of school funding are standardized tests that group children based on their scores. As a result children are grouped into their “skill level” and that places the students on different educational tracks creating inequality within the education system. 
2.
Referring to the video Aunequal Education@, 

a.
compare the total quality of the school experiences of Lonnie (So. Fordham) and James (Riverdale)

James- educated/specialized teachers, better sports facilities, better equipment (instruments, science equipment, technology), safe neighborhood, outdoor facilities

Lonnie- unspecialized teacher with little credentials, worse facilities, high crime around the neighborhood, little to no equipment/technology.
B.
discuss where you see both Lonnie and James in ten years.
They both most likely graduated from high school, but its what is after high school that is concerning. James probably will continue his education overcoming most challenges that came his way, as well as developing strong rel. with his prof. Lonnie will most likely not continue his education and become a working class citizen because he struggled early on in his ed.

3.
Gilbert=s Chapter 5 discusses some general value differences between middle and working class parents.

A. What are some of the differences in parental values (and personality charac teristics) for their children in each class grouping.  Refer to chart ATypical Class Patterns in Parental Values and Occupational Experiences@

Working Class – obedience, manners, “good student”, cleanliness, more old fashion, strong punishment, strict leadership
Middle Class- self-control, consideration of others, curiosity, happiness, and honesty, open to innovation/nonconformity, value self-direction 
B. How are these values related to the occupational roles parents of each class expect their children to perform.  Give specific examples of some of these jobs for each class .

Working Class teach obedience and good manners because thy expected to work for somebody; example are in a factory or construction workers where they will be expected to follow orders and meet deadlines. Middle class families teach more creativity  and independence because they are expected to go to college and go into careers that require more critical thinking and analyzation; example include upper level management or business executives. 
4.
There appear to be differences in quantity and quality of activities of middle and working class kids (Lareau charts on participation in organized activities)  

A. What is the difference between “Concerted Cultivation” of the middle class vs. the “Accomplishment of Natural Growth” of the working and lower class

Concerted cultivation is when parents teach their child’s talents by incorporating a multitude of organized activities into their child’s life such as organized sports. Parents are “buying” life skills for their children while natural growth allows to play and take part in unorganized activities with friends and family. The child has to learn through experience.
B. Compare the nature of these activities across class levels.  Give some examples.

Middle class children activities include Sunday school, sports teams, and music lessons, and even the informal activities like TV and games were restricted or organized by the parents. Working Class children activities were either based around church or school. Their unorganized activities, like watching TV or playing outside were less restricted and took up more time. 

C. How do these activities reflect the lives both middle and working class parents believe their children will ultimately live?

Middle class parents introduce their children to these activities for experience and involvement to make them more well-rounded and able to achieve/handle more and introduces them to time management, and for hobbies to develop.
Working Class parents involve there kids in less expensive activities and to keep them occupied until the parents are out of work. And these activities aren’t about preparing them for the future but to keep them occupied.
6. 
Meritocracy (which generally means people will succeed based solely upon their own hard work) is considered by many to be a myth.

A. Using material from the text, readings and videos, discuss several factors that contribute to what some sociologists consider an uneven playing field?
Some factors that contribute to an uneven playing field include access to education, more resources because of wealth and connection, and having a safe and nurturing living environment. 

B. Using the chart Impact of Social Class on Lifestyle discuss several reasons why lower and working class people might have a harder time achieving the American Dream (getting to the very top) than people who start at the middle. 

Lower and working class people might have a harder time achieving the American Dream because they are less educated, grow up in unsafe environments, are less healthy, suffer from more violence and are generally unhappy. 

C. Using material from any one of Ehrenreich’s short articles, explain how you think she views this playing field. Give specific examples.

Ehrenreich views the playing field as extremely unequal because the political system favors the upper class and institutions create policy that doesn’t help the lower classes achieve more such upcharges on bank accounts and insurance. Also the wealthy exploit the poor with low wages and overpriced goods. 
8.
How does Webber attempt to make the connection between the Protestant Work Ethic and


(the presumed evils of) Capitalism?


Webber connects the Protestant Work Ethic to Capitalism by claiming that those who achieve more work hard and are destined to go to heaven while those who are exploited do not work hard and a destined to go to hell. 

9.
There is a rumor going around in class that Werner is really Karl Marx in drag.

Define his classical theory of social class, and explain how he (or they) might account for the recent organization of  middle class people (in organizations such as the Tea Party) to block efforts to expand health insurance coverage to the uninsured.
Karl Marx saw the abuse in the system, where the owners of production exploit the workers. The exploited workers at the bottom are not in this situation because of their personal failings or laziness. It is because of the people at the top who are in their situation because of luck, inheritance, family background. 
10.
Why does Ehrenreich believe it is more expensive to be poor than middle class.

It is more expensive to be poor than mid class because insurance and other agencies over charge them because they are seen as liabilities. They are also unlikely to open bank accounts because of initial fees and having bad credit raising their interest rates.

12.
Private schools and elite, competitive colleges tend to private kids with advantages over and above a superior education.  What are some of these?


Advantages include access to more resources like labs and facilities. They are able to hire more qualified teachers and receive more one-on-one time with teachers. 

13.   
Kids from rich, professional families tend to get a distinctly different quality of education even in their public schools.  What are some of the differences in the relationships between students and their teachers in these two different types of schools?


In the elite schools teachers are more open to negotiation with their students, give them more freedom, attempt to foster independent think and serve more as a facilitator than an instructor. While in the lower class schools teachers are very strict, unqualified, try to control the room and the students and require the students think only one way without any discussion.

14.
Referring to the chart “Impact of Social Class (SES) on Lifestyles, identify several ways the life experiences of children differ between the middle and working classes.  Use comparative chart for if you wish.  Write in full sentences to clarify points


The middle class parents favor to put a lot of discipline on their children by making them feel guilty, they also raise their children to be creative, leaders, take initiative in life and fit into an occupational structure. They are also more likely to graduate high school, go to college and be healthier The working class parents tend to teach obedience, conformity, and politeness and favor physical punishment as a form of discipline. The children tend to drop out of high and be unhealthier.  
15.
a.
What did Karl Marx have in mind when he names “Class consciousness” as a 
necessary condition for social revolution?


Marx says that in order to organize social revolution people must become conscious of their standing in society. And once people identify with the appropriate class they can band together to revolt against those who own the means of production and exploit the lower classes.  


b.
Which theory of poverty do you think Marx ascribes to – individual or institutional?


Briefly describe each.


The individual theory of poverty claims that those who are poor are there because of factors they can control such as hard work, dedication, and drive. While the institutional theory of poverty claims that those who are poor are there because of factors they cannot control such as family, education, environment, and access to institutions. Marx would be keener to the institutional theory of poverty because he believes those in power use institutions to exploit the poor and keep them from moving out of 

