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Have you ever noticed the difference between the way you talk to your friends, and the way you talk to your parents? Is there a difference in the way you speak to your grandmothers in comparison to the way you speak to your siblings? There probably is, and whether you notice it or not, it is due to the fact that we use language to express our feelings and ideas, our wants and needs, our likes and our dislikes. In addition, we are all part of our own discourse communities, or a group of individuals who share a broadly agreed upon set of common public goals. We use language to communicate within these communities, each receiving a style of our own personal language that makes each community we are a part of unique to us. 
	Every person is a part of multiple discourse communities. As an eighteen-year-old girl, I consider myself an active member in many. For starters, I am a student at Pace University. I am a part of the class of 2019, and I am also a freshman taking on my second semester away from home. Since I am a generally a quiet and introverted person, creating a community in which I could be a part of was not an easy task for me. Luckily, I was given extremely friendly and accepting roommates who I spend most of my time with. I communicate with them in a different way than I communicate with my friends from home, my siblings, and my parents. Since I am around my roommates all the time, we have created a very playful and trust worthy environment that I can call home. When we are all out of the dorm on busy days, we communicate via group chat; a branch of text messaging that allows for multiple people to text message at once. In the group chat we will send each other smileys, encouraging words, important information, or stupid things to help each other get through the day. 
	The relationship I have with my friends from home is quite different. I met most of my friends in middle school, at an age where cell phone usage was not a common thing for young kids. To communicate, we would talk on our house phones. We would talk on the phone all night until we were forced to end the call, only to repeat the same routine the next day.  Since we are older now, and all away at various colleges around the country, face-to-face communication is hard to achieve. However, thanks to the evolution of technology, we don’t have to talk to each other from the landline. The way we communicate now is by text messaging, group chatting, or the occasional FaceTime date; app on the iPhone that allows people to look at each from their phone screen. “FaceTiming” has made long distance friendships a lot easier to manage. When we finally reunite during holiday breaks or summer vacation, we continue to share the amazing bond we created in the days before FaceTime even existed. Our methods of communication have changed, and our friendships still remain in tact. 
 	I communicate with the people in my home in a similar way. I speak to my siblings in a more casual way than how I speak to my parents. I am six years younger than my sister, Julia, and eight years younger than my brother, Charlie. Since I’m the youngest child in my family, I look to my siblings for advice when I don’t know the right thing to do or when I need help with something that they are more educated in. I communicate with my sister a lot more than I do with my brother. When I’m home from school, I hang out in her room all the time. We will just listen to music on her computer and talk about life. She will let me vent if something is bothering me and the same goes for her. Since being away at college, my sister and I text message weekly or we will FaceTime each other if a lot of time has passed since last seeing each other. For example, last week when I got back the grade of my history test, I called her to let her know that I passed. My sister and I get along extremely well and I know she will always be there to pick up my phone call if I need her. 
	My brother and I don’t get along as well as my sister and I do, but we still communicate very often. My brother and I usually have conflicting views on most things, so when I talk to him it is usually like a debate. An example would be from last weekend when I went home for a family dinner. My brother and I were arguing over the Presidential candidates. Since he’s older and claims to be more educated than me, he always believes that he is right. Most of our arguments go unresolved, yet we don’t let them get in the way of our sibling bond. Charlie isn’t very technologically savvy, so we do not communicate much via text message. However, every now and then he will call me so we can catch up and to make sure the other is okay. 
	Talking to my parents is drastically different. When home, I speak face to face with both my father and mother multiple times a day. I talk to them casually but with respect. I talk to them more personally at family dinner. Family dinner is a place where our entire family can come together to catch up. We will have conversations about school, friends, and our social lives. After dinner, my dad usually goes to bed, and I will stay up to help my mom put away dishes and tidy up the kitchen. I use this time to bond with my mother and let her know that I appreciate all of her hard work. When I’m away at school, I usually wake up to a million text messages from the both of them. Most of the time they are just nagging me about my classes and making sure that I’m doing all I have to do to succeed. I do not talk on the phone them as much as I should, but constant text messages make up for it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	All in all, I would say I am an active member in many communities. Although I talk to each community differently, I still show the same personality to each. Technology has made communication easier for me to talk with each member of the various groups I classify myself into. I am a lucky person to have so many communities that I can call home. 
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