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The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes Donates $100,000 to The Harch Hyperbaric Research Fund to support and test 5 servicemen.

The project will test Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy in the Treatment of 
Blast-Induced TBI and PTSD service members

OSSINING, NY November 25, 2008- The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes donates $100,000 to The Harch Hyperbaric Research Fund to conduct a research study on 5-7 servicemen who suffer from Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). The principal investigator is Paul G. Harch, M.D., Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine and director of the Hyperbaric Medicine Fellowship, Louisiana State University School of Medicine, New Orleans. 


With the $100,000 5-7 servicemen will be fully treated, tested, and supported. The study was granted full approval by the LSU IRB on 8/17/2008. If fully funded this pilot trial should be completed in 3-4 months. Approximately 25 Marines have already been preliminary screened and some will be entered into the study. At the earliest some of them could arrive in New Orleans in November and complete the testing and treatment in the subsequent 35 days. It is an uncontrollable open-label pilot trial of HBOT in 2 groups: 15 chronic mild TBI (post-concussion syndrome) subjects and 15 mild TBI/PTSD subjects. Outcome measurements will be psychyometric testing, SPECT brain imaging, and quality of life measures.

According to the Rand Report (Invisible Wounds of War,4/2008) as many as 660,000 of the 1.5 million United States servicemen and women sent to Afghanistan and Iraq since 2001 have incurred and are now suffering from traumatic brain injury (TBI), post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, or combinations of all three. The fact is that there is no effective treatment for TBI and partially effective treatment for PTSD contributes to the despair of these individuals, but also severely compromises recruitment efforts, the lifeblood of the military. 



The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes encourages all men and women of uniform who were severely wounded while serving in Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom and who are in need of assistance to call 888-44-SALUTE (888-477-2588) or e-mail info@saluteheroes.org.
To learn more about CSAH, visit www.saluteheroes.org.

# # #
About Coalition to Salute America's Heroes
The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes is the leading nonprofit organization dedicated to helping severely wounded troops from the War on Terror.  The mission of the organization is to provide the assistance wounded and disabled veterans need to get their lives back on track. Founded in 2004 as a non-partisan organization, CSAH partners with corporate sponsors, individual contributors and volunteers to help severely wounded heroes and their family’s transition from the battlefront to the home front. 

The organization is the top nongovernmental association helping wounded troops from Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom and since its 2004 inception, has assisted severely wounded troops and their families almost 11,000 times.

The annual all-expense-paid Road to Recovery Conference & Tribute provides seminars, career counseling, job fairs, evaluations, and inspirational success stories. 

For more information on how the CSAH can help you or to learn how you can help, please visit the CSAH Web site at www.saluteheroes.org
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