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	Achilles and Hector are the two great heroes of The Illiad’s Trojan War. They are similar in many ways but there are differences between them. Over the course of the epic, Hector proves himself a far greater hero than his Greek counterpart. 
	Achilles and Hector are the best fighters for their respective sides. Both are described as “godlike” at various times. Both men find support from their mothers, whether Queen Hecuba for Hector or Thetis for Achilles. There are differences between the two men however. They are on opposite sides of the battle, with Hector being Trojan and Achilles Greek. Hector is married in the epic, while Achilles is unmarried or at least it is unmentioned. Hector is willing to share glory; he even wants his son to be better than him (137). This is unlike Achilles, who tells his best friend to be sure he does not “lesson [Achilles’] value and…honor (142).”         
	Hector is the greater hero. Unlike Achilles, Hector does not allow hubris to cause problems for himself or his men. Achilles was perfectly willing to prolong the war just because his ego was damaged. He even prays to let “the Greeks die by their ships (131).”  While Achilles thinks primarily of himself, Hector thinks of other people who are affected by his decision such as his wife and son. He prays that his son will be “better far” (137) than he is, and wishes his wife happiness in the future despite the hardships she will encounter. Hector is shown as a loving husband, father, and devoted soldier. This is in sharp contrast to Achilles who is seen as obnoxious, arrogant, and childish for not submitting to his king and allowing his countrymen, and eventually his best friend, to die instead of doing the courageous thing and fighting beside them. 
	   
