	“You are who you surround yourself with.”  I have been surrounded by amazing, intelligent people because I am a member of the Honors College.  Because I am a member of this talented group of people, I have improved as a person.  Being surrounded by beautiful minds has impacted my college experience in the best way possible.  I believe that you truly become like the people you spend the most time with.  If you were to spend your time in the Honors College, you would grow as a person. 
	I came to Pace University as a timid, inexperienced freshman.  In just two semesters, I have grown more than I have in my entire eighteen years of life.  I accredit this growth to being involved with the Honors College.  I learned so much from this program and the other students in it, and grew not only educationally, but socially as well.
	The Pace University Honors College educational program pushed me to my highest potential.  I never knew how well I could do in school, and how successful I would be after just one year as a member of this program.  I met students with similar interests as me, and had something in common with them because we all take Honors classes and participate in Honors volunteer activities.  These activities truly bring us together and help us meet new people.  I made most of my friends due to the way this system is set up.  Since volunteering is a requirement for the program, I discovered new ways to volunteer and build my resume.  I enjoy giving back to my community and feel it has helped me mature as a member of society.
	The Honors College offers so many amazing opportunities for its students.  I have only been involved with it for one year, and I have already grown so much.  There is so much to learn and experience, and I feel I am meeting the people that I want to be surrounded with because of these opportunities.
I am moving in the right direction towards my bright future with the guidance and assistance of the professors and counselors in the Honors College.  I have only positive things to say about the professors and counselors who have personally helped me with my journey.  The faculty is friendly, intelligent, and always make themselves available to be there for students.  They created this community for us to excel in, and have definitely helped me improve as a person.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am becoming the person I want to be because of this program.  My family and friends have all noticed positive changes in me, and are extremely proud because of the experiences I am having in school.  Oprah Winfrey once said, "Surround yourself with only people who are going to lift you higher,” and the Honors College is a great opportunity to do just that!
